
FAITH & CITZENSHIP



Pew Center Poll

By 3 to 1, Americans want presidents 
to have “strong religious views”
Divided on whether churches should 
express political views

YES: Evangelicals, Weekly attenders, 
Blacks
NO: Catholics, Mainline Protestants

Most think churches should not 
endorse candidates



Presidents & Strong Religion

Pew Center, September 2007



Pew Center Poll

Communion and Politics
Catholics oppose denying communion more than 
Protestants

Same-Sex Marriage
“Very important” to evangelicals and weekly 
attenders

Stem-Cell Research
Slim majority favor doing research more than 
saving embryos

Israel
View of Prophecy & Bible has major impact



Same-Sex Marriage

Pew Center, September 2007



Stem Cell Research

Pew Center, September 2007



The US & Israel

Pew Center, September 2007



Drawing Lines

BAD: Religion in Politics is WRONG 
because it allows some to force 
religious views on others 
BETTER: Always wrong to use laws, 
power of state to coerce conscience, or 
to use civil law to enforce Divine Law



Drawing Lines

BAD: Church involvement in politics is 
DANGEROUS because it undermines 
the salvation mission and prophetic 
voice of the church
BETTER: The Church must avoid the 
SPECIFIC danger of entanglement with 
a particular politician, party, or 
movement



Archbishop Raymond Burke
of St. Louis

2004: Churh 
should deny 
holy 
communion to 
John Kerry or 
any Roman 
Catholic 
politician who 
was pro-choice



Josef CARDINAL Ratzinger



Ratzinger’s 2004 Statement

"A Catholic would be guilty of formal 
cooperation in evil, and so unworthy to present 
himself for Holy Communion, if he were to 
deliberately vote for a candidate precisely 
because of the candidate's permissive stand on 
abortion and/or euthanasia.
When a Catholic does not share a candidate's 
stand in favor of abortion and/or euthanasia, but 
votes for that candidate for other reasons, it is 
considered remote material cooperation, which 
can be permitted in the presence of 
proportionate reasons.”



What does the Lord require of 
you?

Do justice, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with your God



“Politics is the 
organization of 
hatreds.”
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